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When the ship Savannah was ready to sail for Canton, China, owner Thomas Smith sent this

letter of instructions to Captain Abraham G. Jennings, the ship’s master and commander. He

stated that Jennings’ salary would be $50 per month in addition to eight tons privilege, cargo

space that Jennings was allowed to use for his own profit.

Letter of Instructions and Terms, 1818

Thomas Smith of New York City to Abraham G. Jennings of Fairfield, Conn.

A. E. Jennings Collection, MSB 17, Box 8, Folder A
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Captain Abraham G. Jennings
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TheWilliam Chamberlain, Isaac Jennings, Captain
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Captain Isaac Jennings, who

went to sea at the age of 15, son

of Captain Abraham Gould

Jennings.

About the William Chamberlain:

The William Chamberlain was built in
1854 during the era of clipper ships, when
fierce competition in overseas commerce
made speed imperative. Described as an
“Extreme Clipper,” the ship was 165 feet
long and 35 feet wide. Construction of
the ship in Philadelphia was overseen by
Captain Isaac Jennings of Fairfield. He
commanded the William Chamberlain on

its maiden voyage to Calcutta, India, leaving
New York in late November and returning
the following September. While at sea,
Jennings painted this ship portrait.

Portrait of theWilliam Chamberlain, 1855
Painted by Isaac Jennings (Fairfield, Conn.,
1823-1887)
Gift of the Estate of A. E. Jennings
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